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What is a social entrepreneur?

Mary Davis
SEI Board Member

Salome Mbugua Henry
SEI Awardee

Frank Buckley
SEI Awardee

Edmund Rice
Historical Social Entrepreneur

Muhammad Yunus
Nobel Peace Prize Winner

Caroline Casey
Ashoka-SEI Fellow

• A social entrepreneurs is …

• an entrepreneur (innovative, passionate, resourceful, risk taker, persistent)

• who is driven by a clear and compelling mission

• to redefine their world by creating new ways to tackle 
entrenched social problems
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Why here? Why now?

• Key agents of change

• Innovative & dynamic

• Raise the bar

• Complement rather than compete

• Resonate with general upsurge in entrepreneurism

Make a real, significant and positive impact on their communities
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SEI Overview

• Supports social entrepreneurs at concept, launch and initial growth stages
– Through financing, mentoring, training and networking

• Delivery focused, results driven
– In first 24 months have committed funds in excess of €2 million to 80 social entrepreneurs
– Over 12,000 people have directly benefited from the activities of these social entrepreneurs 

and they have provided a voice for over 500,000 people in Ireland

• Pioneering
– First to introduce concept of social entrepreneurship in Ireland
– Leaders in the field in terms of scale, impact, reach and recognition
– Have the know how to make social entrepreneurship work in Ireland
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Awardees and their projects
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Board and Executive

Social Entrepreneurs

SEI Executive

Declan Ryan
Chair

SEI Board

Sean Coughlan
Managing Director

Lynda Stopford
Network Director

Claire Murphy
Office Manager

Network of 78    leading innovators

Support Network

Funders / Sponsors

Mary Davis Brendan Tuohy
Julian Davis James Fitzsimons
Maurice Mason Tara Cunningham
Alice O’Sullivan
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SEI in the media



Social Entrepreneurs Irelandwww.socialentrepreneurs.ie
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